




4787 Old Dominion Drive
Arlington, VA 22207-2731
June 19, 2016

Commissioner Debra M. Davis, Esq.
P.O. Box 2150
La Plata, MD 20646

Dear Commissioner Davis:

In my March letter I appealed to you to reject the Planning Commission’s
recommendation to place in the Watershed Conservation District my family’s
farm that is not in the Mattawoman watershed. I explained that I farmed there in
the 1960s, that I placed the land in trust for my grandchildren as their legacy,
and that there seemed to be no good reason for the downzoning.

Last month I appeared at the public meeting and appealed to the County
Commissioners not to destroy that legacy by what seems to be an arbitrarily and
unjustified downzoning. I also heard others challenge the downzoning of the
1160 acres of which my family’s farm is a part. The fate of these 1160 acres is
an issue entirely distinct from that of watershed protection, and these acres are
close to Route 301 and, as shown in the attached photograph, are surrounded
by housing on all sides.

As far as I can tell, the County Commissioners have not yet challenged the
Planning Commissioners to explain the logic behind their downzoning
recommendation. Vague statements about scenic or ecological value do not
seem persuasive.

I probably will not be well enough to attend Tuesday’s public meeting, so I urge
you to consider all aspects of and arguments about this issue and reject the
proposed downzoning.

Sincerely,

Bruce Wald

Copy to: Board of Commissioners President Peter Murphy
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